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hook, unless some means of transfer is
provided that is not rendered inoper-
able—

(i) Within the list limits specified in
paragraph (a)(4)(ii) of this section;

(ii) By unit motion; or
(iii) By power failure.
(5) Each rigid container for an inflat-

able liferaft to be launched by a
launching appliance must be secured in
a way that the container or parts of it
are prevented from falling into the
water during and after inflation and
launching of the contained liferaft.

(6) Each liferaft must have a painter
system providing a connection between
the unit and the liferaft.

(7) Each liferaft or group of liferafts
must be arranged for float-free launch-
ing. The arrangement must ensure that
the liferaft or liferafts when released
and inflated, are not dragged under by
the sinking unit. A hydrostatic release
unit used in a float-free arrangement
must be approved under approval series
160.162.

§ 108.540 Survival craft muster and
embarkation arrangements.

(a) Each muster station must have
sufficient space to accommodate all
persons assigned to muster at that sta-
tion. One or more muster stations
must be close to each embarkation sta-
tion.

(b) Each muster station and embar-
kation station must be readily acces-
sible from accommodation and work
areas.

(c) Each lifeboat must be arranged to
be boarded and launched directly from
the stowed position.

(d) Each lifeboat must be arranged to
be boarded by its full complement of
persons within 3 minutes from the time
the instruction to board is given.

(e) Each davit-launched and free-fall
survival craft muster station and em-
barkation station for a survival craft
which is boarded before it is launched
must be arranged to enable stretcher
cases to be placed in the survival craft.

(f) Means must be provided for bring-
ing each davit-launched survival craft
against the side of the unit and holding
it alongside to allow persons to be—

(1) Safely embarked in the case of a
survival craft intended to be boarded
over the edge of the deck; and

(2) Safely disembarked after a drill in
the case of a survival craft not in-
tended to be moved to the stowed posi-
tion with a full complement of persons
on board.

(g) Each davit-launched liferaft
launching arrangement must have a
means to hold the liferaft in the em-
barkation position that—

(1) Will hold the liferaft securely in
high winds;

(2) Can be rapidly engaged in the
proper position for boarding; and

(3) Can be rapidly released for
launching by one person from within
the loaded liferaft.

(h) Each launching station or each
two adjacent launching stations must
have an embarkation ladder as follows:

(1) Each embarkation ladder must be
approved under approval series 160.117
or be a rope ladder approved under ap-
proval series 160.017, and must be in-
stalled in a way that—

(i) Each embarkation ladder must ex-
tend in a single length, from the deck
to the waterline in the lightest sea-
going condition with the unit listed
not less than up to 15 degrees either
way; or

(ii) Each embarkation ladder may be
replaced by a device approved to pro-
vide safe and rapid access to survival
craft in the water, if the OCMI permits
the device, provided that there is at
least one embarkation ladder on each
side of the unit.

(2) An embarkation ladder is not re-
quired if—

(i) The distance from the embar-
kation deck to the unit’s lightest oper-
ating waterline is less than 3 meters (10
feet); and

(ii) The unit is not in international
service.

(3) If the embarkation ladders cannot
be supported against a vertical flat sur-
face, the unit must instead be provided
with at least two widely-separated
fixed metal ladders or stairways ex-
tending from the deck to the surface of
the water and meet the following:

(i) Each inclined fixed ladder must
meet the requirements under § 108.159.

(ii) Each vertical fixed ladder must
meet the requirements under § 108.160
for fixed ladders, except that the verti-
cal bars in cages must be open at least
500 millimeters (20 inches) on one side
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throughout the length of the ladder,
and cages are not required in the area
subject to wave action or on ladders in-
side the legs of a self-elevating unit.

(iii) If a fixed ladder cannot be in-
stalled, the OCMI may accept an alter-
nate means of embarkation with suffi-
cient capacity for all persons per-
mitted on board to safely descend to
the waterline.

(4) Alternate means of embarkation
under paragraphs (h)(1)(ii) and (h)(3) of
this section, such as portable slides,
safety booms, moveable ladders, ele-
vators, and controlled descent devices,
must be acceptable to the OCMI. An al-
ternate means of embarkation must
have sufficient capacity to permit per-
sons to safely descend to the waterline
at a rate comparable to the device
which the alternate means of embar-
kation replaces.

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25291, May 20, 1996, as
amended at 63 FR 52814, Oct. 1, 1998]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: By CGD 84–069, 63
FR 52814, Oct. 1, 1998, § 108.540 was amended
by revising paragraphs (h)(3) and (h)(4), effec-
tive Nov. 2, 1998. For the convenience of the
user, the superseded text is set forth as fol-
lows:

§ 108.540 Survival craft muster and embar-
kation arrangements.

* * * * *

(h) * * *
(3) If the embarkation ladders can not be

supported against a vertical flat surface, the
unit must instead be provided with at least
two widely separated fixed metal ladders or
stairways extending from the deck to the
surface of the water and meet the following:

(i) Each inclined fixed ladder must meet
the requirements under § 108.159.

(ii) Each vertical fixed ladder must meet
the requirements under § 108.160 for fixed lad-
ders, except that the vertical bars in cages
must be open at least 500 millimeters (20
inches) on one side throughout the length of
the ladder.

(iii) If a fixed ladder can not be installed,
the OCMI may approve an alternate means of
escape with sufficient capacity to permit all
persons permitted on board to safely descend
to the waterline.

(4) Alternate means of escape under para-
graphs (h)(1)(ii) and (h)(3) of this section,
such as portable slides, safety booms, move-
able ladders, elevators, and controlled de-
scent devices must be approved. An alternate
means of escape must have sufficient capac-
ity to permit all persons permitted on board

to safely descend to the waterline within 10
minutes from the time the signal to start is
given.

§ 108.545 Marine evacuation system
launching arrangements.

(a) Arrangements. Each marine evacu-
ation system must have the following
arrangements:

(1) Each marine evacuation system
must be capable of being deployed by
one person.

(2) Each marine evacuation system
must enable the total number of per-
sons for which it is designed, to be
transferred from the unit into the in-
flated liferafts within a period of 10
minutes from the time the signal to
abandon the unit is given.

(3) Each marine evacuation system
must be arranged so that liferafts may
be securely attached to the platform
and released from the platform by a
person either in the liferaft or on the
platform.

(4) Each marine evacuation system
must be capable of being deployed from
the unit under unfavorable conditions
of list of up to 20 degrees.

(5) If the marine evacuation system
has an inclined slide, the angle of the
slide from horizontal must be within a
range of 30 to 35 degrees when the unit
is upright and in the lightest seagoing
condition.

(6) Each marine evacuation system
platform must be capable of being re-
strained by a bowsing line or other po-
sitioning system that is designed to de-
ploy automatically, and if necessary,
be capable of being adjusted to the po-
sition required for evacuation.

(b) Stowage. Each marine evacuation
system must be stowed as follows:

(1) There must not be any openings
between the marine evacuation sys-
tem’s embarkation station and the
unit’s side at the unit’s waterline in
the lightest seagoing condition.

(2) The marine evacuation system
must be protected from any projections
of the unit’s structure or equipment.

(3) The marine evacuation system’s
passage and platform, when deployed,
its stowage container, and its oper-
ational arrangement must not inter-
fere with the operation of any other
lifesaving appliance at any other
launching station.

VerDate 22<OCT>98 15:01 Oct 27, 1998 Jkt 179181 PO 00000 Frm 00142 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\179181T.XXX pfrm03 PsN: 179181T


